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IS THAT a wedding cake or an Italian fountain inside the Woodend 
Library? No, it’s one of four cardboard Christmas trees, created by artist 
Eliza-Jane Gilchrist, for the Macedon Ranges Shire libraries.  
Eliza-Jane, a visual and performance artist based in Castlemaine, used discarded 

cardboard boxes from Greens Betta Home Living to sculpture what she calls “stylised 
trees with lighting inside”.

Her artistic practice is generally working with discarded material. She “makes ugly 
things beautiful in an attempt to challenge perceptions of insignificance and value”.

“During the COVID-19 lockdown I think quite a few people may have been 
upgrading their fridges as Greens kept the packaging for me and there were heaps to 
work with,” Eliza-Jane said.

“It occurred to me that a Christmas tree is a stylised tree. So, I embroidered 
around the idea of what a tree could look like. Of course, cardboard used to be a tree 
so it [the cardboard] has that lovely connection back to the memory of the tree and I 
am returning it to its organic beginnings.” 

Eliza-Jane worked on the idea of an alternative view of what she calls “the festival 
of consumption”.  

“I wanted to make a sustainable point about Christmas. I’ve thought this often; 
the boxes are sometimes more interesting than the presents.

“Working with something that is not valuable is an interesting meditation on 
what we value. I think at Christmas time that is a perfect thing to ponder.”

Macedon Ranges Shire Council chose to particularly focus on celebrating 
Christmas and the end of a tough year, as the community recovers from COVID-19.

The aim is to help lift people’s moods and to give the community a diversion from 
every day, says the council's planning and development director Angela Hughes.

“One of the reasons we engaged Eliza-Jane is because of the beautiful and unusual 
work she does. We were looking for Christmas trees, and wanted them to have a fun 
element. They are designed for the community to have a bit of a chatter that isn’t 
about COVID.

“Her work is a conversation starter. We hear the community say ‘Isn’t that 
beautiful. I haven’t seen anything like that before’.”

The tree took Eliza-Jane a week to build and an hour to assemble all three sections 
inside the Woodend Library. It will be on display until the end of the first week in 
January 2021.
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas


